Dear Friends of the Partnership,

Because many of you and/or your
constituents have inquired about
how the Partnership markets
Rockingham County, we thought we
would explain it.

Marketing is an important
component of a complete economic
development program. We rely on
the Piedmont Triad Partnership (our
regional economic development and

marketing organization) for help
with: advertising, media relations,
trade show participation, and

contacts with consultants and

industry clients.

However, we don't find new
industries by advertising or cold
calling. Actually, new industries find
us. Industry location decisions are
rigorous, strategic business
decisions. They are almost always
driven by cost! cost! cost!

In a 2006 survey, Area Development
magazine identified these as the top
ten industrial site selection factors, in
order of importance:

Labor Costs

Highway Accessibility
Corporate Tax Rate

State and Local Incentives
Availability of
Telecommunications Services
Tax Exemptions

Occupancy or Construction
Costs

8. Availability of Skilled Labor

9. Energy Availability and Costs.
10. Availability of High Speed
Internet Access
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All of these factors relate to the cost
of doing business. And, a company
can now find out everything it needs
to know about any community using
the Internet. We often don't know
when we are under consideration!

These ten site selection factors
speak for themselves. But what
about some other things we usually
think of as important? Like the
availability of buildings and sites?
Too basic to make the list.
Obviously, if you don't have any
buildings and sites, no one will be
looking. The same for water and
sewer utilities. We've done a great
job with our water and sewer in
Rockingham County, but that doesn't
give us a competitive advantage
over many communities. How about
rail service? It's absolutely
necessary if a company needs rail,
but only about 6% of the projects
that come along actually must have
rail.

OK, then, what about "Quality of
Life"? It doesn't get any better than
Rockingham County. Do you show
them our new schools, our rivers
and parks, Chinqua-Penn, or our
wonderful rural landscapes and
small towns? Sorry, no. It's a cold
business. We meet them at the
particular building or site they have
come to see and they move quickly
on to look at other buildings and
sites in the region.

Even so, marketing is not a waste of
time and money. Economic
development, like most businesses,
is about relationships. We need to
get to know the commercial realtors,
site selection consultants and as
many industry decision makers as
possible. We want them to know
what we have in Rockingham
County, and we need to have a
reputation of being able to put things
together quickly and effectively at
the local level. When they have a
project that is a good fit for our
community, we want them to think
about Rockingham County first!

Graham Pervier
President

The 24th Annual Industry
Appreciation Day Golf
Tournament was held on
October 10th at Deep Springs
Country Club.

This year’'s Corporate Sponsor
was Wolf Creek Harley-
Davidson along with their
sponsorship they offered a new
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Sporster for the Hole in One
Prize for Hole 16. There were a
few players that were close but
no one took the prize. The
tournament also featured a
$10,000 Putting Contest
sponsored by Osborne
Company and a Dinner and
Social Hour.
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Melvin Gantt was remembered
during the tournament events.
Melvin has been a co-organizer
of the event for many years his
efforts were key to making the
tournament a success. A
special thanks goes out to all of
our sponsors and volunteers
without their help the tournament
would not be a success.

The Winners - First Place Team
was Rodney Vaden, Charles
Rakestraw, Davis Montgomery
and Charlie Rhodes. The
Second Place Team was Bret
Kinney, Eric Whitten, Greg Light
and Chris Hicks. Third Place
team was Joe Hinton, Claude
Sexton, Charles Burton and
Sherry Lawrence.
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Holiday and Candlelight Tours

will be open for

Wednesday through
Sundays. 5 * 6 0
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tasting room at Chinqua-Penn is
available at 12 noon on all days that the
Plantation is open, except

Sunday. 804 4
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